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Of necessity, manuscripts submitted to JACC must be com-
prehensive enough to define a study, but compact enough to
minimize the number of printed pages. I am sure every reader
of JACC and other journals (including me) has wondered
about certain missing elements of the data or analysis that
might be important to the interpretation of the study. In the
past, we could always write a letter to the editor regarding a
given manuscript. However, this rarely resulted in a meaning-
ful dialogue.
Recently, JACC initiated the JACC Forum on the ACC
home page on the Internet. This allows readers to send in
comments that will be read by all who visit the website. This
will allow for a dialogue between readers and authors, which
should further enhance the value of a given article.
The JACC Forum was established to enhance the teaching
value by 1) encouraging direct communication between read-
ers and authors; 2) stimulating literature reviews; and 3)
adding depth and clinical context to published reports in
JACC. The JACC Forum is unique in linking a discussion
thread directly to a specific JACC article. The JACC Forum is
moderated by a Fellow of the College. Currently, five articles
from each of the last three monthly issues of JACC are
selected by the moderators and posted for discussion. If you
wish to develop discussion threads on other articles in that
issue, please post a message to the moderator and a subfolder
will be created in the “Message to Moderator” section for
these discussions. Hopefully, this commentary will add unique
insights and value to articles published in JACC. Clinicians and
investigators willing to share their relevant experience, and
teachers and associates in cardiology training programs willing
to report the discussions of their journal clubs are most
welcome. Of course, no part of these discussions is intended as
a consultation or as advice on patient care. The JACC Forum
is a forum for teaching and the dissemination and development
of general medical knowledge. One should not rely on these
comments to make specific patient care decisions and should
not include printed versions of these comments in any patient’s
medical record.
To visit the JACC Forum, go to the ACC site on the
Internet:
http://www.acc.org/members/
Log on is required to register yourself as a JACC Forum
user. The password for ACC members is their membership
number, which can be obtained by calling the ACC: 1 (800)
253-4636, Ext. 1673. Your name and e-mail address will be
displayed with your posted message to facilitate return com-
munication. Once registered, input your name (first)(last) and
password obtained at registration at the login prompt. The rest
of the instructions are listed on the website to help you add
your commentary to a given article.
It is a common experience when an article is discussed
in-depth at a journal club, that a number of interesting
observations and questions arise. It is anticipated that the same
will occur as one reviews articles in JACC at a journal club
format or individually. By having access to JACC Forum,
therefore, one can initiate appropriate inquiries and discussion
that may shed light on particular aspects of the article. We
believe that this will add a whole new dimension to articles
published in JACC and encourage members and nonmembers
alike to log in and contribute to the discussion. I will be
especially interested in any comments that any of you have
regarding this new feature of JACC.
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